Fifty )Vrfr.? of Iron and S

all of which it will be seen that many things,
among them getting married and running a
blast furnace^ were done with less capital than
at the present time,

There was at that time no thought of making
steel at the ordinary iron works. "The equip-
ment consisted of one or more small heating
furnaces, one or two trains of rolls, perhaps a
forge fire or two% a few puddling furnaces and
occasionally some machinery for making cut
nails. The product was usually either simply
pig iron, or merchant barn, a commodity which,
by the way, has not, changed its name in the
whole 250 years since iron was first formed by
forging into that shape,

BESSEMER  PROCESS   BEGINS   ERA   OK   HTKKL

The steel business was really bom in Ameri-
ca when the Bessemer process came into use1 here,
which wan not until about 1864. The idea of
removing carbon and silicon from blast furnace
iron in this way was undoubtedly first con-
ceived by an American, although he failed to
develop the machinery for its use, and, as a
consequences reaped very little benefit from it*
When William Kelly, who first deearburaed
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